
HOPE ACADEMY GSO ANNUAL REPORT 2021-2022 

Hope Academy GSO is a private, community-funded, non-profit school serving the community in 
Greensboro, NC. Through the hope and power of Christ, we partner with families and the community 

to educate, encourage and equip our students to transform their futures. 



“God’s work done in God’s way will never lack God’s 
supply.” This quotation from missionary Hudson Taylor was 
the primary rallying cry of our founding Head of School, Ed 
Zimmerman. I heard the call to do God’s work: to help create 
a Christ-centered school for children and families who most 
needed an excellent schooling option and an education 
that could transform their futures. We learned (and are 
still learning) that it would take faith, hope, and love to do 
this God’s way, especially when doing it God’s way meant 
depending on Him to activate our community to be the 
conduit for his supply.

I started at Hope Academy GSO ten years ago as the only full-time instructor. That first 
year, I taught a 5/6th combined class and drove the van to pick up students and return 
them home. I knew from before the first day of school that the way we needed to do this 
work would require us to grow, to serve children younger and lay a strong foundation, 
which would require us to build trust with our community and to seek even more supply 
from our generous donors. The Lord continues to show up and perform miracle after 
miracle to carry out the important mission of educating, encouraging, and equipping 
these wonderful children. Thank you to every piece of our community for joining God’s 
work in this place called Hope Academy GSO!

Josh Mullins
Head of School, Hope Academy GSO
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SCAN ME!



My wife (Kim) and I recently added both soil 
and mulch to our garden. It got me thinking 
about the phrase “we reap what we sow” 
as well Greensboro’s garden of Hope 
Academy GSO.

Through the generosity of our donors, the 
necessary and critical funds for first and 
second grades were recently met. These 
seeds were planted last year with the 
addition of Kindergarten…hoping/praying/

building our the dream for what is now a K-8 School.

Ten years ago, Florida Street Baptist Church was willing to partner 
with us to lease space for Hope…starting with just 26 students. In 
2017 the entire building was gifted to Hope and we now have almost 
100 students.

The successes of growth have been “tilled” by prayer, volunteers/
donors, outstanding staff, and maybe more importantly, students 
willing to grow academically and spiritually. Seeds were planted in 
rows titled “equip,” “educate,” and “encourage.” Over the years, 
we’ve experienced “harvests of plenty.”  This is evident in not only 
the student growth and success but also in their families and the 
surrounding community.

While it’s natural to think about the harvest, like any garden, the fruits 
of our labor come in seasons. We’re about to graduate 17 eighth 
graders (our largest class yet). Over the years, we’ve provided the soil 
and nutrients for their success. As they move on from Hope, I like to 
think that we leave them with our prayers and continued support (akin 
to a top layer of mulch to retain necessary nutrients for growth and 
prevention of weeds).   

The seasons for harvesting are cyclical at Hope. As we think about 
the next ten years, we are now in the process of planting seeds for 
expanding our campus and scope of reach. This will continue to 
require our continued support, faith, and Hope for bountiful harvests 
to come!

Gratefully,
Bruce Bunce, Chairman, Hope Academy GSO Board

REAPING WHAT WE SOW

Congratulations!

First, to all Hope Academy GSO 
students. You have shown your 
strength and focus once again as 
you have successfully completed 
another school year.

Although 2021-2022 has been 
challenging  for you, your 
friends and family, as well as the 

entire world, you showed your 
determination and finished strong. We are extremely proud 
of you and confident that you will continue to soar. 

Continue to believe in yourselves and never give up. We, the 
staff and volunteers will continue to work hard to encourage 
others to join our donation efforts. We will strive to continue 
to support you and your family as you continue being a part 
of the Hope Academy GSO Family. 

Thank you for your attendance, your time, and your 
continued support

Parents and Guardians, thank you for your support. I believe 
that it truly does take a village...and we are here to walk 
alongside you.

Donors and Volunteers, we ask that you remain committed 
with your financial support. It is greatly appreciated AND 
needed. Thank you for all that you have done to support 
these young people. You are truly the foundation of Hope 
Academy GSO. Without the students, parents, guardians, 
donors and volunteers, Hope Academy GSO would only be a 
great idea. Let’s continue to work together.

Thank you.
Kendrick T. Mayes, Director of Development
“Eagle Pride” 

NEVER GIVE UP

ENCOURAGED BY GOD’S FAITHFULNESS 

It has been a wonderful school year. As I reflect on this school year, I am encouraged by God’s continued faithfulness 
to us. This year we began putting an emphasis on caring for each other as a school community. Did you know that 
caring about someone is a skill that one has to learn, just like math? Our staff spent a large portion of our Professional 
Development time together learning how to teach and model this learned skill to our students. I am so excited in all of 
the ways God is blessing and growing Hope. It is an honor to be a part of what God is doing here. A big “THANK YOU!” 
to everyone who makes it possible for our students, families and staff to experience the love of Jesus everyday.

Mattie Neese, Director of Family & Student Support 
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HOPE BY THE NUMBERS

96
Students Enrolled

100
Students Served

88% 
of 8th grade students accepted into 

magnet high schools

9
Student Clubs

15,580 
Weekend meal bags and hot meals 

served to students and families

19
Staff Members

4
New Staff 

3
Outdoor Learning Tents

100+
Volunteers on Campus

400+
Supporting Partners

FINANCIAL BREAKDOWN

DONATIONS

NC Scholarships

Donations

Tuition

Rental Income

Total Income

$270,900

$1,420,550

$8,879

$25,090

$1,725,419

ANNUAL STUDENT GROWTH
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READING MATH

1.5
Years of Growth

1
Year of Growth

Evidenced by annual test scores, all grades 3rd-8th achieved one year 
of growth or more in reading and math, meaning that each grade met or 
exceeded expectations for the 2021-2022 school year. The school’s growth 
average was 1 year of growth in math and 1.5 years of growth in reading.



THANK YOU 
The African proverb states, “It takes a village 
to raise a child,” and that could not be more 
true at Hope Academy GSO. Thank you to our 
donors, volunteers, ambassadors, staff, board 
members, and families for the way that each 
of you have each generously gone above and 
beyond to show your support, share your 
prayers, and bless the school with your talents 
and resources. We want to thank all of the 
people that make Hope Academy GSO what it 
is today, which is a place for God to move so 
that hearts and futures can be transformed by 
His love. 

STAFF
Manasés Arias, Kindergarten Assistant 
Mary Elizabeth Caldwell, Middle School 
Math Teacher 
Brigitte Campbell, Food Services Director
Muriel Chavez, Elementary Science Teacher 
Shawntina Dennis, Office Manager 
Isabel Friesen, Theater Teacher 
Maude George, Food Services Assistant 
Heather Gray, Marketing & Donor Care 
Coordinator 
Kristine Guhne, Middle School Humanities 
Teacher 
Adam Hubert, Middle School Science Teacher 
& Athletic Director 
Bre Johnson, Admissions & Volunteer 
Coordinator 
Kendrick T. Mayes, Director of Development 
Abeba Merga, Kindergarten Teacher 
Josh Mullins, Head of School
Mattie Neese, Director of Family & 
Student Support
Dominick Pittman, Elementary Humanities 
Teacher
Teshome Smith-Murray, Elementary 
Math Teacher
Jermaine Studwell, STEAM Teacher

SUPPORTERS OF HOPE
Churches 
Calvary Christian Center
Elevation Church Greensboro
First Baptist Church
First Presbyterian Church
First Presbyterian Church - Agape Class
Grace Community Church
Jamestown United Methodist Church Outreach 
Thrift Center
Julia Hyatt Missionary Circle
Mercy Hill Church
Mt. Pisgah United Methodist Church Seekers 
Class
NCBF - NC Baptist Church Foundation, Inc.
Poor Servants of the Mother of God, Inc.
United City Church
Westover Church, Inc.

Companies 
Bar Construction 
Bass Financial Strategies/ Bass & Co.
Biltsmart, Inc.
Brow Lounge
Cooper Electric
Creative Mode
Crumley Roberts
Deal Printing
Dedona Tint & Sound, Inc.
Extension Master Gardener SM Volunteer 
Association of Guilford County
Focus CFO Group LLC
Gate City Civitan Club
Granville Capital, Inc.
Graphic Components
Keller Williams Realty of Greensboro
Kleen It Up Inc
Matthews Mobile Media
Modern Woodmen of America
Monarch Auto
Morrisette Paper Company
NC Grange Mutual Insurance Co.
OECHSLI
Pay Tel Communications, Inc
Piedmont Business Capital
Piedmont Natural Gas Company, Inc.
Piedmont Timber, Inc.
Raven’s Pursuit
Southern Paint and Waterproofing 
State Street Jewelers
The Pilar In Home Sales LLC

TPG Consulting, LLC
Wilburn Medical USA
William E. Mitchell Associates

Foundations 
Acts 20:35 Foundation
Corporate Medtronics Foundation
Edward R. Murrow Golden K. Kiwanis Club 
Foundation
George and Sarah Buchanan Foundation
Greensboro Medical Society Foundation
The Michael W. Haley Foundation, Inc.
The Robert Taylor III Foundation
The Stout Family Foundation

Organizations 
Backpack Beginnings
Black Child Development Institute
C12
Catholic Heart Work Camp
Crayons Matter
Gate City Civitan Club
Glenwood Together
Greater Greensboro Republican Women’s Club
Have their Hands, Inc.
Imago Dei
Mentoring for H.E.R
Not Just a Smile (NJAS)
OneHope
The 5:14 Initiative
The Greensboro Junior Chamber of Commerce Inc.
United Way of Greater High Point

THE HOPE COMMUNITY
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Individuals 
Anonymous 
Michael Abel
Lisa Adornetto
Maurice & Rosalind Alexander
Sally & Ray Alexander
Cantey & Suzanne Alexander Jr.
Carol Allen
Thomas & Lorrie Allen
Scott Allred
Tea Anderson
Lucie Anderson
Timothy Andrew
Steve & Kim Andrews
Thomas Andrews
Russelene Angel
Collin Argo
Maria Elena Arias
Douglas Arms
Robert & Elizabeth Arms
Heather & James Atkins
Charlie & Sara Atkinson
Stephen & Candace Austin
Orin & Cynthia Aycock
Phoebe Azar
Luanne Barker
Dawn & Phil Barry
Mary & Jeff Beach
Carrie & Steven Bell
Mary Katherine & Durant Bell
Marshall & Diane Benbow
Kristen & Robert Bennett
Chris Bentson
Paul Billingsley
Bill & Elisabeth Bishop Jr.
Kate Black
Robbie Blankinship
Martin Blevins
Judie Blumenhein
Lonna Blumenthal
Stephen Boatman
Patti Boone
Dan Boswell
Monique Boucher
Ken & Sarah Bowden
Gary & Agnes Brame
Betty Brannon
Steve & Joanna Bright
Clare Bronco
Michelle & Dahari Brooks
Tol & Pam Broome

Ciara Brown
Barry & Beverly Brown
Eugene & Lisa Brown
Greg & Margaret Brown
William Brown
Chester Brown Jr.
Robert & Julie Buchanan
Annette Buckler
Bruce & Kim Bunce
Janice Burns
Joseph & Molly Burns
Molly & Jeb Burns
Mr. & Mrs. Eddie Burton
Cindy Cage
Bob & Dale Caldwell
Becky & Bill Campbell
Rob Campbell
Dayna Carr
Demetria Carter
Dr. Philips & Patricia Carter
Andrew Castillo
Melissa Cato
Hailey Chapman
David & Ira Childs
Bill & Terry Christiansen
Louise Chubbs
Amyah Ciara
Vania Claiborne
Crystal Clark
Dr. Jerry & Regina Clark
Sandy & Nathan Cobb
Joe & Meredith Coladonato
Brit Compton
Mike & Donna Copeland
Doug Copple
Robert Core
Brianna Correia
Kelly Cox
Ross & Leslie Cox
Sheri Cram
Shelia Cruthis
Ruth Dahlinghaus
Madeleine & Duane Dassow
Gerard Davidson
Chad & Elizabeth Davis
Kathy Davis
Kearns & Ashley Davis
Kyle & Meredith Davis
Nancy & Timothy Deaton
Larry & Janice Diana
June Dixon
Abby Donnelly

Mindy Dooley
Bethany Duggins
Elizabeth Dunbar
Carolyn & Thomas Duncan
Paul & Susan Elliot
Claren Englebreth
Dr. Pete and Sandra Ennever
Natalia Fagundez
Robert & Margaret Ferguson
Kathryn Ferrante
Evelyn Fisher
Gary & Crystal Flynn
Andy & Tammy Flynt
Virginia Fox
John Freeman
Peter & Amy Freeman
John & Ellen Freeze
Joretta Fuller
Sandra Fuller
Mr. & Mrs. W Erwin Fuller Jr.
Erick & Joni Gallegos
Lisa Garner
Martha Joe Gelzer
Pat & Nancy Gillespie
Cassidy Gilliam
Bill & Joann Goans
Greg Goicoerhea
M. Coker & Sarah Golden
Polly Goodner
Michele Gordon
John Gough
John Grant
Jan Green
Bret & Laurie Grieves
Gene Grubb
Barbara & Chris Guest
Ryan Guhne
Susie & Gene Guhne
Mary Gutierrez
Jeff Hadley
David & Lauri Hadobas
Cam & Margaret Ann Hall
James Halsch
Isaiah Hamilton
Shirley Hamilton
Hannah Hammer
John & Elaine Hammer
Briana Hargrove
Mike Harris
Renee Harris
Victoria Hassell
Bob & Terri Hawkins

Kiersten Headen
Grace Heath
Doug & Carol Heckinger
Mary Jo Helms
Andrew Hill
Michael Holt
Carlyne Hovis
Paul Howington
Dr. John & Carol Huckabee Jr.
Parker & Ann Huitt
Joseph Huscroft
Bob & Carolyn Jacobsen
Amanda & Joseph Jarrell
Grizzelle Jester
Jeffrey & Mary Ann Johnson
John & Mary Johnson
Anne Jones
Ashley Jones
David & Holly Jones
Ed & Sandra Jones
Kimberly Jones
Larry & Anetra Jones
Samuel & Barbara Jones
Steve Joyce
Lauren Jugovic
Beatriz Juncadella
Jerrie Kasik
Stefanie Kellum
James Kennedy Jr.
John & Kimberly Kennett Jr.
Terre & Rick Kepler
Houston & Yvonne Kimbrough
Dr. Stephen & Robin Kimmel
Julie & Joseph Lee King
John & Lea Kirkman
Brian & Ashley Kiser
Charlotte Klappert
Steven & Marie Klein
Dan & Ruth Kovarik
Linda Krewson
Cathy Lamb
Pearce & Anne Landry
Rob Landry
Noah Lapunter
Ann Legette
Joan Legette
Kim Lemons
Terry Lewis
Julie Ann Lidberg
Al & Ginni Lineberry Jr.
Lynda & Edgar Little
Clarence Lloyd

THE HOPE COMMUNITY
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Anne Loflin
Kristen & Nick Loflin
Judy Lomax
Diane Lomax
Billy & Pam Longshore
Wendy Lopez
Robert Lovejoy
Charles & Sarah Lovett
Ayesha Lovick
Jillian Lucas
Chad Lynam
Ellen & J. Bruce Lyon
Carmyn Mack
Cara Madoni
Emma Mamoric
William Mangum
Asia Marable
Grace “AC” Marder
Gary & Beth Marschall
Carolyn Martin
James & Pamela Martinson
Joseph & Lisa Mathews
Mary Beth McCaskill
Gray & Kimberly McCaskill
Marianne McCoy
Brett McCraw
Tabitha Mclaughlin
Robin Mcpherson
Tom & Kay Meares
Paul & Madge Megliola
E. S. & Susan Melvin
Jennifer Mericle
Ashley Mickleman
Faith Miller
Sam Miller
Hannah Miller
Martha Miller
Samuel Miller
Sue Miller
Anne & Bobby Mitchell
Kelly Mitchell
Christina Mohorn
Jennifer Moody
Judith Moore
Mark & Kathryn Moore
Sharon Morgan
Winoka Morgan
McGregor Morris
Bill & Allison Morrisette

Rodney & Linda Mortenson
William Moss
Cynthia Mott
Jeff Mott
William & Mary Mower
Melinda Mullins
Alan Mullis
Al & Penny Murray
Harold & Meredith Muse
Richard Nault
Ja La Ndawng
Thomas & Julie Nelson
Richard & Lisa Newman
Dell & Emerson Nichols
Nancy Njangi
Linda Null
Deborah Nunn
Kerri Oakley
Teresa Oakley
Mike & Tina Obrien
Dr. John & Frances Olmsted
Nanette Osborne
Seldon & Mary Patty
Jossip Pedraza
Tom & Margaret Petty
Valerie Phillips
Elizabeth Phipps
Margaret Pierce
Anne Pinkelton
Ailyn Pitt
Rebecca Pittard
Richard & Leann Poindexter
Michelle Porter
JoAnn Preston Trustee
Larry & Carol Putnam
Kevin & Holly Rackers
Kathryn Ramsay
Kevin Rayfield
Nancy & Charlie Reid
Jeanne & Daniel Reppert
Ellie Revels
Jane Reynolds
Biff Rich
Mary & Donald Rich
Lewis & Peggy Ritchie
Gary Rivers
Michael & Judy Robertson
David & Ellen Robinson
Anne & Bob Rodman

Kelly Rose
Charles & Delanie Routh
Betty Rowe
Kavin Rowe
Steven & Carol Royal
W. Rucker
Jacki Saslow
Nadia Saunders
James & Sharon Schlosser
Amy Schmidt
Clifford & Theresa Schneider
Melanie Schultz
Tom & Lori Schultz
Nancy Sears
Thomas Sears Jr.
Reid Settle
Robert Sevier
Chris Shah
Eliza Sheffield
Mark & Gail Sheffield
Brad Shropshire
Lee Simmons
David & Mondi Sipe
Frank & Laura Sizemore
Edith Slack
Barry Smith
Jonathan & Anne Smith
Pamela & Jeff Snyder
Zoey Solano
Chad Stacy
Joyce & Jerry Stanley
Sherricka Stanley
Sylvia Stewart
Elizabeth Still
Wilhelmina Stokes
Robert & Maggie Stout
Kathryn Streng
Ashley Strickland
Jennifer Tatum
Scott & Barbara Thomas
Greg Thompson
Rachel Thompson
Ta’niya Thorne
Adam & Lauren Tilley
Gracia & Spencer Tilley
Jordan Tollison
Catherine Torney
Dennis Torney
Vincent & Becky Townsend

Britney Traveis
Amanda Troxler
Marela Turkic
Jennifer Uhlenberg
Victoria & Barry Utesch
Steven & Alex Valencsin
Chris & Molly Van Winkle
Todd Vogelsinger
Ned & Maureen Voorhees
David Bradley & Laura Wall
Walter Wallace
Paul & Judy Walmsley
Hannah Ward
Wesley Ward
Phyllis Warden
Pam Warner
James & Diane Watkins
Rena Watson
Stephanie Weaver
Kristen Weller
Selah West
Don White
Jacqueline Wieland
Emily Wilburn
Scott Wilkins
Carolyn Williams
Edward Williams
Ellen Williams
James & Tracy Williams
Glenn & Kathleen Williamson
Edith Williford
Mia Wilson
John & Lori Wilson
Johnny Wilson
John & Andrea Wimmer Jr.
Diane Wise
Alexander Wolfe
Jim & Alice Wolfe
Rebekah Wolfe
Janice Wood
Ronald & Janice Woody
John & Kate Worm
Bill Yearns
Wayne Young
Steve & Katia Yurko
Jane Zealy
Kay & Charlie Zimmerman

THE HOPE COMMUNITY
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One of my favorite parts of 
teaching at Hope Academy is 
working with the 8th graders 
on their choice high school 
admissions essays. The 
prompts challenge students 
to reflect on their growth, 

future plans, and how Hope Academy has helped 
mold them into exceptional young people. I have 
been given the opportunity to know these students 
for their full tenure at Hope, and I can attest to their 
growth, humor, and brilliance. This year, the majority 
of our students will attend a choice high school. The 
following three essays are a few of my favorites. 

Kristine Hammer

FEATURED STUDENT ESSAYS

Kyron Conyers, 8th Grade 
This year, I have been involved in a 
robotics club. In the robotics club, I’ve 
built robots that can sense a difference in 
light and are aware of their surroundings. 
I have recently built a robot that is able 
to walk by itself. I have learned many 
things from the robotics club such as 
programming, teamwork, and leadership 
over my peers. As a leader in robotics, 

I’ve learned how to work well with others and work on my own. 
Outside of school, I like to build different lego designs. I’ve recently 
found an interest in building lego cars, but I’ve always been 
interested in building all types of lego designs. In high school, I 
am interested in taking more advanced classes in engineering and 
design. I am very interested in learning how to build new creations. 
I enjoy building new designs with legos because they can tell a 
story. Different brands and types of legos can be used to tell stories 
about the building process. I can use my imagination to create my 
own designs using spare pieces from lego sets. One of my favorite 
designs I have created have been two miniature motorcycles 
because I appreciated the aesthetics. Building lego designs can be 
challenging because you have to learn how to make a design look 
appealing and functional.

Jaelah Joseph-Baker, 8th 
Grade 
I’ve been at Hope Academy since 2019. 
Hope Academy is a non-denominational 
Christian school. I’ve learned lessons 
in life outside of school of course, but 
at Hope I’ve learned some of the most 
important lessons of all. One of the 
lessons I’ve learned is how to become 
a leader. Also, my work ethic has 

improved. I used to get in a lot of trouble before attending Hope 
Academy. Coming to Hope has taught me that the road to success 
is being yourself and showing people who you are as a person. I 
used to be so worried about fitting in with the cool kids that I used 
to block myself from being me. Everybody thought that I was cool 
because I got good grades and I used to fit in with the cool kids, 
but I was dying inside. I wasn’t being myself with these people 
and Hope helped me become my true self. When I get to high 
school, I will continue to take these leadership skills to high school 
with me. I will continue to take my good grades to highschool. I 
will continue to take me to high school. I haven’t always made 
good grades, but they get better and better every day.  Now in the 
8th grade, I am in a leadership position in the student council. I 
help around the school and make good decisions for Hope. One of 
the missions I’ve been on is seeing how I could help students get 
to know each other better to make our school a community. I hope 
to make my future high school an excellent community as well. 

Trashawn Dennis, 8th Grade 
Soon after I began attending Hope 
Academy, a sports program began when 
I was in 5th grade. I was one of the 
youngest kids on my team. Since I began 
playing sports in 5th grade, I have been 
appointed team captain every year by 
the school’s head coach. I have been a 
captain of the cross country, flag football, 
volleyball, soccer, and basketball teams. 

Through being a captain, I have learned how to be a leader. Being 
a captain of a sports team is not easy. It can be challenging to have 
to learn how to slow down and be patient, but it has taught me 
how to be a kinder and more compassionate teammate. When we 
lose games, I try to keep a cool head and a positive attitude.  From 
playing sports with Hope I have learned to never give up even if 
you are having a hard time. My 8th grade year my cross country 
team won every race. But my favorite sport was basketball. We 
had some tough games but we never gave up. Even though we lost 
some games we still keep our heads up. Everything I have learned 
from being the captain of a sports team I will take with me to high 
school. Perseverance, teamwork, and a positive attitude are all 
important in the classroom.
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8TH GRADE CLASS OF 2022

Jaelah Joseph-Baker Kiaro Bell Nyasia Broughton Jaesin Carr Kyron Conyers

Trashawn Dennis De’Arin Dozier Ava Gallant Katlyn Kelly Nevae’h Little

Jelyn Diaz-Martinez Jaedyn McNair Xavier McNeal Davionne Miller Zaydin Price

Briana Rodriguez Audrey Simmons
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THEATER ARRIVES AT HOPE ACADEMY GSO
The arts have been flourishing on campus since the start of the new 
theater program, directed by Isabel Friesen. Through this program, 
students of all grade levels have had the opportunity to explore set 
design, character development, acting and more. One of the highlights of 
this new program was the middle school students’ performance of Hope 
Academy GSO’s first ever spring play, titled “The 10 Best/ Worst Things 
about Middle School” by M.G. Davidson. The students worked very hard 
all semester and did an amazing job performing in this play! Special 
thanks goes to our volunteers Beth Dunbar and Tabitha Mclaughlin for all 
of their assistance with the theater program this year.

That being said, the skills learned in theater go beyond just the 
performing arts. Students at Hope Academy GSO utilize the skills 
learned in theater class to improve their presentation skills, public 
speaking abilities, emotional intelligence, and social confidence. We 
are so excited to see the positive effects this program has had and we 
look forward to increasing students’ access to arts education in the 
future.

HOPE ACADEMY GSO EAGLES HIGHLIGHT
Hope Academy GSO athletics is a proud member of the Independent School League. This year, 
the Hope Academy GSO athletics program was awarded the league’s Commissioners Cup 
award at the annual Hope Academy GSO Sports Banquet for the first time. The commissioners 
cup is awarded to the school that scored the most points across all five sports: cross country, 
soccer, flag football, volleyball, and basketball. 

Several of our Hope Eagle athletes earned individual special recognition for their hard work 
and dedication this year:

Annual Outstanding Athlete Awards
Eagle of the Year: Trashawn Dennis
Stanley Scholar Athlete: Ny’iera Price
Coach’s Award: Jelyn Diaz Martinez

MVP Award Recipients
Cross Country MVP: Jaelah Joseph-Baker, Trashawn Dennis
Soccer MVP: Aruna Msenwa
Flag football MVP: Kiaro Bell
Volleyball MVP: Audrey Simmons
Basketball MVP: Trashawn Dennis, Matthew Gibson & Ashawn Satterwhite 

A special thank you goes to Bre Johnson, Admissions and Volunteer Coordinator, and the 
volunteers who planned and made the annual Hope Academy GSO Sports Banquet a great 
success!

Coach Adam Hubert and Tim Montgomery 
of the Independent School League 
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Thank you for growing the Hope Academy GSO Athletics program. We would like to thank all the people that came together to make the new 
athletics van possible for our growing sports program. Because of your generosity, we now have enough seats for our elementary and middle 
student athletes to attend all of their games comfortably and in style! Thank you all so much for your investment in the lives of the students!

ATHLETICS PROGRAM

SPONSORS
Elevation Church 

The Family of Mr. Doug Early 

VAN PURCHASE
Monarch Auto Sales 

GRAPHICS PACKAGE
Matthews Mobile Media 

COMMUNITY AMBASSADOR
Mr. Vince Cvijanovic from 

Graphic Components 
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THE HISTORY OF HOPE ACADEMY GSO
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2001

2009

2011

2012
2013

2015
2014

2017
2016

2019

2018

2021
2020

Pastor Marshall Benbow of Grace Community Church begins the 
     Glenwood Tutoring Program in his home and eventually it is 
     relocated to the Grace Community Church grounds. This program 
  provided tutoring services three days a week to students in the 
Glenwood community.

The nonprofit paperwork for Glenwood Family Ministries is filed 
to begin fundraising and determine the feasibility of a school.

    Founders Regina Clark and Marshall Benbow visit 
     Restoration Academy in the Fairfield neighborhood 
    of Birmingham, AL to gather ideas for starting a school. 
    Upon return, the decision is made to start a planning 
  committee for the school the following month. The original 
          plan is to launch a school in three to five years.

Glenwood Family Ministries receives permission to begin 
renovating the building of Florida Street Baptist Church in June. 
Every week, volunteers come from all over the community 
to clean and paint the building. Due to God’s providence, the 
school, titled “Hope Academy,” begins just over 60 days after the 
approval notice and just 16 months after 
the planning committee was founded. Hope
 Academy GSO opens with 32 total students 
enrolled into 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th grade. Amazingly, 
by December 2012, the operational budget for the year is 
fully funded by the community.

        Community support grows as the word   
    spreads about Hope Academy GSO. At the end 
   of the first school year, 83% of graduating 8th 
grade students apply and are accepted to local 
magnet high schools.

North Carolina begins a scholarship program for 
economically disadvantaged students who wish to 
attend private schools, increasing funding 
opportunities available for new students who apply. 

The Hope Economy system begins school-
wide, fostering students’ personal financial 
literacy skills.

Florida Street Baptist Church gives 
the church’s building and land to Hope 
Academy GSO. Hope Academy GSO’s 
enrollment numbers increase to 53 students. 
A new partnership is formed with Backpack 
Beginnings, a nonprofit that provides free 
weekend food bags to students.  

                 Josh Mullins becomes Head  
              of School at Hope Academy GSO. 
            Hope graduates start a landscaping 
     business as the result of a post-
graduation leadership class taught by Britt 
Lassiter and become the school’s first 
contracted landscapers. Sherricka Stanley, former Dean of Students, starts the 

Hope Academy GSO sports program. In partnership with 
Raven’s Pursuit, the sanctuary is converted into a hub for 
a school-wide CrossFit exercise program.

Due to the generosity of our donors, Hope Academy 
GSO builds its first industrial kitchen on the main 
floor of the building. 

After serving 5th-8th grade 
since 2012, Hope Academy 
GSO successfully adds 3rd and 
4th grade classes in the middle of the 
Covid19 pandemic. A new partnership 
is formed with Black Child Development 
Institute, providing an afterschool program 
for students on campus. 

Hope Academy GSO adds 
kindergarten, serving a total of 6 
grades and 100 students. 

Through the generosity of the community, Hope 
Academy GSO adds Grades 1 and 2, enabling the school to 
serve Kindergarten through 8th grade!

2022



10 STORIES OF HOPE

In celebration of Hope Academy GSO’s 10 year anniversary, we would like to celebrate 10 stories that reflect the culture 
of Hope Academy GSO and how the ministry of Hope Academy GSO has impacted people in our community.

Savannah Goans, 6th Grade Student
[Since coming to Hope,] what’s 
improved for me probably is my grades. 
The teachers are really nice here and 
most of the middle schoolers are nice 
too. To me, I feel like [at] this school…
the expectation is different…at my 
old school….[it] was a good school 
but, to me, I feel like the students, the 
way they acted wasn’t as good. For 

me, I was pretty good, but the thing is…there was drama issues. 
People would get in trouble a lot. People would act up, get bullied 
sometimes. [...] Here, it’s much better because we have teachers 
that take care of us and that help us with learning and how to 
communicate better…Here, we have a garden that we get to 
help around. We get to go on field trips more. At my old school, 
we didn’t really go on field trips. So I feel like this school is much 
better than my old school. Some days I didn’t really want to go [ 
to my old school]. Here, I love to go because it’s helped me with 
my education and making more friends. I know people here from 
church so that’s how I knew them here. I like this school better 
than my old school.

[Something I’ll take with me in the future] is helping kids 
communicate better and [using] computers more because I didn’t 
really use them as much until now. Helping kids with learning and 
disabilities…that’s what I want to help kids with.

Jelyn Diaz-Martinez, 8th Grade 
Student
[Hope Academy GSO has] honestly has 
changed my life. Being a part of the 
Hope Academy family since October 
2018, when I was only 10 years old, 
was a real thrill. A place that has never 
brought me as much joy as Hope 
Academy has. For me personally, it’s 
going to be really hard having to leave 

and start at a new school. This is for many reasons of course, 
such as having the best friendships here, having teachers that 
can actually understand us and help us, and just the feeling of 
comfort I got from being here was amazing. I’ll for sure miss…the 
memories I’ll always remember just from being here and getting 
to spend time with everyone, getting to know everyone better, and 
not having to feel like I’m being judged.

Tykashi “Ty” McNeil, Alumni of Hope 
Academy GSO
Going to Hope academy really helped 
me pave the way for where I am now. 
Hope is a school that emphasizes 
chasing your future goals and dreams 
beyond school. Hope prides themselves 
on helping each student attend the right 
high school for them, which has led 
me to where I am now. I am currently a 

Junior attending UNCG [and] majoring in Kinesiology. I also plan 
to become a chiropractor after undergraduate school. Hope really 
helped me grow into who I have become as a person and I would 
recommend the experience to any kid with the opportunity to 
attend.

Shawntina Dennis, Parent & Front 
Office Administrator
It was the summer of 2014 and Hope 
Academy had a teacher named Ms. 
Suzanne. Ms. Suzane came walking 
down through our neighborhood. 
She and a group of Hope Academy 
students were passing out brochures 
and popsicles. It was pretty warm that 
day. They wanted to give us some 

information about Hope, letting us know that they were enrolling 
and just to come check it out and see what good things Hope 
Academy had for our neighborhood. 

I love it. One of the reasons is because…coming to Hope, it 
helped my children because there are small class sizes. They get 
the one-on-one help that they need and, to me, it makes them 
more academically successful. I know my kids enjoy it here better 
verses the school they were coming from or would have to go to, 
so I think they have adjusted really well. 

With my older son, Justice, he came in 2016, I believe. He was 
really quiet. When he came to Hope, Mr. Mullins was his 5th grade 
math teacher. They gave him a high standard, you know, [they 
said], “we’d like for you to be a leader instead of a follower.” He 
took on to that role really well. He became a leader, he had a great 
attitude around other children- older and younger, and I believe 
with him being here it made an impact. I love the culture and 
everything here.
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Jasmine Dennis, Alumni of Hope 
Academy GSO

I would love to say that Hope academy 
was the best middle school I could 
have chosen. I made so many longtime 
friends. I like how Hope‘s classes are 
very small. That was always different 
from my elementary school. The 
teachers were so nice and like to help 
you when you needed it. Hope Academy 

always had fun activities for us to do. I am so happy that I was 
able to attend Hope academy.

Isaiah Hamilton, Volunteer & UNCG 
Student
I actually found out about Hope Academy 
through a class I was taking through 
college. It was called “Communications 
in the Community,” so we could have 
chosen any organization in the area, so 
I decided to choose this one because it 
was right here, and it worked out! 

The culture around here is very 
encouraging. Each of the staff members are all willing to help 
out the students, help out each other, and then encourage the 
students to be the best students they can be, the best adults that 
they can be. [They are] always giving character improvement, 
moral lessons, different things that will help the students out that 
they don’t know right now, but will help them later on in life. That’s 
really cool and I like that about it. 

Faith impacts [Hope] because people know that if we all stick 
together, we know that the outcome will be alright. We know that 
as long as we have each other, as long as we have faith, as long 
as we have God in our lives, we know that the outcome is going to 
be fine. 

Michelle Brooks, Volunteer
Hope Academy has become near and 
dear to my heart. I first was introduced 
to Hope by Susie Ghune. Susie invited 
several of us to a luncheon at the school 
where we were able to hear about their 
mission as well as the impact they 
were having in the community. After 
looking around and speaking to several 
students, I knew that I wanted the 

opportunity to be a part of the Hope community. 

From tutoring, to food preparation and even lunch relief I love that 
I am able to make an impact where I can. Volunteering at Hope is 
one of the best parts of my day.

I am most impacted by the education that Hope provides their 
students. I have witnessed students who have a knowledge base 
below their grade level but were taught in such a way that they 
were able to acquire the skills needed to flourish in the classroom. 
However not only have they grown academically, they have grown 
spiritually as well. I am truly motivated by the hard work that the 
teachers are all doing and am excited to continue to serve at Hope. 
Hope impacts the community by providing children with a safe 
space to learn the information/skills needed to succeed in 
life. Hope is able to take children who might have given up on 
themselves and help them to not only succeed but to gain a 
passion for learning. While on the outside Hope may seem like a 
normal academic institution, it is truly anything but. Hope academy 
is a place where young minds are exposed to the wonders of our 
Lord and savior Jesus Christ and learn that all things are possible 
through Christ.  

Dale Slaughter, Counselor 
This school actually thrives on 
donations. That’s what makes it unique. 
It’s the kindness of other people’s hearts 
to pour into a school and to know that 
within that community, you pour into 
this community and it comes back out. 
Financially and even just volunteering. 
Volunteering your time, your efforts, 
your talents within a community that 

sometimes people look at and say “yeah, I don’t need to do 
anything.” Well, yeah! You can do a lot for the community! So 
just being able to share their hearts and see it grow. Because 
as you pour into something, you know it’s going to grow out... [I 
would like to see] more of the community pouring into where [the 
students] are at. Other businesses that are around just to pour 
back into the community. That’s what Christ promoted. Community 
among us all. Just pouring back into what we are in and seeing 
every day. [...] When somebody plants something, you want to see 
it grow. And you see the buzz! And so you want to see it continue 
to grow and see what it becomes, ultimately. So, I like that. I like 
what Hope is doing within the community. That’s why I’ll stick 
around and see what else God’s up to with Hope Academy. 
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Dominick Pittman, Elementary 
Humanities Teacher

The end of this year will be my sixth 
year [teaching] at Hope Academy. With 
Guilford County Schools, I had been 
there for eight years, so altogether 14 
years [of teaching experience]. The 
public school setting was fine but this 
was something that I really [wanted] to 
do because I was already volunteering 

at the church with students. Getting to be here and to witness and 
things of that nature excited me, in addition to teaching students. 

Being at a private Christian school means that we’re invited to 
encourage and love and share with kids the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. We get to encourage them in a very spiritual way…
that whole piece of it, in addition to teaching them a standard 
curriculum, excited me…because you cannot teach children 
without first ensuring that they are safe, without ensuring that 
their other needs are met, in terms of spiritual and emotional. I 
think that a lot of times, in a public school setting, those things 
may not be considered with the student, unfortunately. You’re just 
supposed to push through. But we, here at Hope Academy, we 
get to respond to those things. We get to really tap in and really 
encourage using Christ and talking about the Holy Spirit. I’ve 
always thought that that was necessary. And since we get to do it 
here, let’s do it! 

Susie Guhne, Former Director 
of Development 
I first learned of Hope Academy as my 
family and I served meals at Grace 
[Community Church]. I have lived in 
Greensboro for 30 years, but had no 
idea there was such an amazing place 
in south Greensboro. Shortly after, 
our daughter, Kristine, was hired as 
a teacher and we became financial 

supporters. A few years later I joined the staff as Director of 
Development. I had never raised money in my life, but believed in 
the mission and heart of the school. I quickly fell in love with the 
children and their families.  It became a joy to tell others the “story 
of Hope”. During my time at Hope I saw God transform hearts, 
minds and souls. Hope Academy GSO is a beautiful example of 
God’s Kingdom on earth and His people joining together to love 
their neighbor.

HOPE IS GROWING!
Dear friends of Hope, 

This year is an important milestone. Through the hope and 
power of Christ, we have been able to actively partner with 
families and the community to educate, encourage and 
equip our students to transform their futures for 10 years as 
of August 2022! Additionally, we are excited to share that, 
because of God’s continual faithfulness and your generosity, 
Hope Academy GSO is now educating, encouraging, and 
equipping students in grades kindergarten through 8th grade, 
making us a complete elementary and middle school for the 
first time in our history.

Year after year, we could not do this work without you. It 
is your partnership that opens our doors every day, allows 
our students to hear about the love of God, and provides 
educational opportunities that transform their futures. We 
want to say thank you to all of our supporters, partners, and 
volunteers for empowering Hope Academy GSO to be the 
hands and feet of Christ to our community of Greensboro, NC. 
It takes all of us to make this work happen.

We praise God for these last 10 years and look forward to the 
next 10. With your continued support, your donations, time, 
and prayers, we will touch more lives for God’s glory. We 
invite you to stay connected with us by visiting our website, 
social media and our campus to see more of the programs 
that you make possible. Please feel free to reach out to our 
Development Team at development@hopeacademygso.org 
to learn more about connecting with us and donating to the 
school. 

Blessings,
Regina Clark  & Pastor Marshall Benbow
Founders of Hope Academy GSO
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Hope Academy GSO would like to extend a special thank you 
to Mary Jo Helms of CreativeMode and Tammy Doss of Deal 
Printing for making this annual report possible.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU
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